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The Great Rivers Forum 2018

Great Rivers Civilizations
- High Quality Development for a Sustainable Future -

28-30 October 2018
The Changjiang Civilization Museum, Wuhan, China
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Rivers are the blood vessels of the earth and the cradles of
human civilizations. Looking back upon the history of
mankind, we see that the Nile bred the Egyptian Civilization,
the Tigris and the Euphrates cultivated the Mesopotamia
Civilization, the Indus River and the Ganges River gave birth
to the Indian Civilization, the Changjiang River and the Yellow
River nurtured the Chinese Civilization; the Rhine, the
Danube, the Volga, the Amazon, the Mississippi, all fostered
great river civilizations alike. Therefore, the human
civilizations were created, nourished and passed on by great
rivers. And they co-exist with great rivers.
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Fvery second year, the Great Rivers Forum offers itself as an
international open platform for experts and managers from
various horizons and disciplines. It represents a unique
apportunity to gather global intelligence to exchange ideas
and share experiences while sticking to the commen values
ofiall hurmans. The involveément of sister cities and UNESCO
networks (World'Heritage sites, Creative Cities, Biosphere

ves and Ecohydrology Pilot Sites)in this cooperative
effart will contribute to push forward high-quality
development along great rivers, with particular attention to
their ecological and cultural environment. Together,
participants and partners will also explore the role areat
river civilizations should have in achieving a more

sustainable development of the world.

Changjiang River, Wuhan
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SESSION one

Great River Civilization:
Preserve and Let Evolve Their Natural and Cultural Heritage;

SESSION two

Water Museums and Great Rivers Civilizations
— Heritage, Memory and Sense of Place;

ized by the Municipal
CO, through its Beijing
Office. It will be held from QOctober 28 to 30 in the
facilities of the Changjiang Civilization Museum. The
2018 edition of the Forum will be focused on “Great SESSION H‘II"EE
Rivers Civilizations = High Q y Development for a
Sustainable Future” . The works of the Forum will revolve Urban Development along Great Rivers

around 3 main parallel sessions dedicated to: = Re-connecfing the City with its River
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Great Rivers Forum THEMES SESSION ONE

® Great River Civilization:
Preserve and Let Evolve Their Natural and Cultural Heritage

Moderated by Karl M. Wantzen, Holder of the UNESCO
Chair “Fleuves et Patrimoine — River Culture “ at CNRS

UMR CITERES, University of Tours, France.

Great rivers bear an enormous richness of biological,
geophysical, and cultural heritage. As long as they are
well-functioning ecosystems, they are excellent life-support
systems for biota and humankind, allowing a large diversity
of use strategies, which translate into biological and cultural
diversities. Most running-water systems worldwide,
however, have been strongly impacted for the sake of
individual use forms and on the detriment of all others, The
holistic view of the river as a complex and integrative
system has been largely lost, it has been replaced by a
perspective of short-term use of hydropower, irrigation or
drinking water, source of construction material, or just as a
sewer. Both riverine biocultural diversity and human water
security are at risk on a global scale. Feasible solutions are
urgently needed. In the Anthropocene, the return to the
pre-historical environmental situation is rarely possible, but
we can take efforts to re-design strongly impacted rivers
(especially in ;ities) inaway that ecosystem functions and
the evolutionary potential of biological and cultural diversity
are sustainably-supported. This session aims at identifying
innovative approaches to solve this dilemma, but it also

—includes a historical perspective on partly forgotten ,rivet
~ cultures - o

Nile River

E s a4y

The Changjiang Civilieation Museun



2018 xaws
Great Rivers Forum THEMES SESSION TWQO

® Water Museums and Great Rivers Civilizations
— Heritage, Memory and Sense of Place;

Moderated by Eriberto Eulisse, Coordinator of the Global Network of Water
Museums (recognized by the recent UNESCO-IHP Resolution XXX1I1-6),
Venice, Italy.

E)lfferent cwrlrzatlons flourlthed all around che wurld BY usmg rwers for defeme
purposps |rr1gatlon. trdnbportanon tlad and thus a1:=0 a8 a means for gultural

dwaflenges, to propose solutions fur integrated water manac,ement and make cities
and'urban’settlements along great rivers more resilieft-and adaptive thehange. This

_seqsian seeks to hrmq Ir'aqpthﬂr novel insights and mterdl c;plmar\
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. @ Urban Development along Great Rivers
— Re-connecting the City with its River

oderated by Katri Lisitzin, Architect SAR/MSA, Urban planner and
esearcher, International Cultural World Heritage Expert, Sweden.

Like Wuhan, most of the cities which developed along great rivers owe their
prosperity to the river and to the fruition of its natural and cultural resources
which have shaped their development pattern. Yet, cities historical and
functional identity with the river has often been lost in the present-day’ s
rapid and, often chaotic, urban development and it has also been challenged
by current enviranmental threats.

In this session, invited experts and practitioners from
diverse and complementary fields will come together
to explore how to re-connect the city with its river and
how this relation can be made the leading concept in
city development. Recent urban infrastructure and
waterfrant developments which celebrate the river and
create new attractive places for people at leisure and
work will be discussed. We will also examine how the
relevance of the river in resource management can be
considered, providing for urban ecosystem services
and supporting a more sustainable urban
development.

Concrete experiences from riverside urban
developments from various parts of the world, closely
related to UNESCO networks such as World Heritage
Sites and Creative Cities will serve as inspiration and a
base for future networks.
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PARTICIPANTS

're;if;Rlvers Forum

Participants of the Great Rivers Forum 2018 will include

UNESCO Officials and representatives of relevant Offices, Programmes, Centers and
Chairs.
International experts for the 3 thematic sessions considering in particular their

connection to / interest in Great Rivers, but also their affiliation to UNESCO networks
(Creative Cities, Ecohydrology, IHP Great River Initiative) and sites (WH sites, BRs).

Representatives from Great Rivers Basins from various parts of the world (including
correlative municipal leader/officials and representatives from world well known
Museums). Representatives from the 4 great ancient river civilizations -
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley and Yellow River Valley as well as other important
basins from other parts of the World (Amazonas, Mississippi, Danube, Rhine, Volga,
Po, etc

Representatives from Chinese Great Rivers Basins

National participants from other Chinese river basins, cities, museums, universities
and research centres, etc.
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Agenda of the ative):

Day 1 -28 G Day 3 - 30 Octobe

Arrival of participants, pre-event excursions and 09:30 - 12:30
welcoming dinner

29 October 2018 12:30 - 14:00 e Lunch break

¥9:30 — 10:45 o Welcoming addresses by authorities and

distinguished guests 14:00 — 15:45 oo The 3 working groups ela

and recommendations to be

10:45-11:30 —eee Group photo and coffee break

' : Key lectures introducing the 3 main focus areas e Clotfes ik e press CORTERmAS
11:30-12:30 :
of the Forum

Presentation of the thematic reports a
recommendations to the authorities and

12:30 - 14:00 -~ Lunch break 16:30 - 188
. level representatives. Conclusions, adoptio
the final declaration and th forward
1400~ 1545 e 3 Parallel sessions Bl CREERTRIARA R St
18:00 - 18:30
a5 = 1600 o Coffee break
19:00-21:00
16:00 - 18:00 e 3 Parallel sessions (continued)
19:00 — 21:00 S Difner NOTE: The following sugg

presentations is proposed in ord
time for discussion and elaborati

recommendations and final declaratic

Key Lectures: 20 minutes
Other presentations: 10 minutes
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INFORMATION

Venue and Accommodation arrangements

The meeting programme and the field trip will be held in Wuhan, Changjiang
Civilization Museum.

Travel to Wuhan, China

Travel for invited international experts will be supported by UNESCO Beijing Office
through the local organizer.

There is no charge for the forum. To participate in the 2018 Wuhan Forum for Great
Rivers Dialogue, domestic transportation fees and landing fee will be borne by the

SpoNsor.

| Tips

We sincerely invite every participant/representative to bring water from the river
they will represent in the forum, not filled in a simple bottle but in a kind of artistic
container/ bottle which would be exhibited during the forum, then kept as part of a
permanent exhibition at the Changjiang Civilization Museum.
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For more information, please contact:

UNESCO Beijing Office
Mr. Philippe Pypaert

Waijiaogongyu 5-15-3
Jianguomenwai Compound
Beijing 100600, P R China
E-mail: p.pypaert@unesco.org

Tel: +86 10 6532 2828 ext 105
Fax: +86 10 6532 4854

The Changjiang Civilization Museum
Mr. Bruce Chen

maobile: +86-18827424696
Telephone: 027-83696278

Fax: 027-836096278

E-Mail: changjiangyb@sina.com
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/ for the purpose of
vigor and vitality.

as one of the cradles of
ng .(ﬁ!ty Site dates back
ch is honored as the origin
. Over 2,000 years ago, Qu
g the Changjiang River from
s and poetry of a troubadour. At the beginning
-thousand Mile Tea Road, starting at the Oriental Tea
d the Eurasia and l’fr:e_t:_ame'a-'-:gentennial artery connecting
nd the Volga River. Wuhan is well known for its distinctive
he Changjiang River: the beautiful landscape of the
‘Han River flowing into the sea, the geographical location
s, the booming business fostered by shipping, the
idge over the Changjiang River, and the position as the

ultural communication between the East and the West.

The Changjiang Civilization Museum, opened on September 25, 2015, is a
non-profit cultural institution that collects, displays, and studies the natural ecology
and human civilization of the Changjiang River. The permanent exhibition of the
Changjiang Civilization Museum is themed "A song of the Changjiang River, and a
journey of civilization" |, and its main connotation is “water breeds human beings,
humans create civilization, and civilization blends with ecology” . The exhibition
displays the ecology, culture, and economy of the Changjiang River in an all-round,
multi-perspective, and three-dimensional manner, The exhibition won the "Boutigue
Award" of the 14th Top Ten Exhibitions among China' s National Museums, and the
2016 Top Six Exhibitions Award among museums in Hubei Province. By the end of
2017, the Museum had received 1.9 million visitors free of charge. It was awarded
the titles of “National Water Education Base" by the Ministry of Water Resources and
the "Patriotic Education Base™ of Hubei Province.
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